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Human Embryo Gene Editing—Science and Ethics

QU Bin ZHNAG Ying ZHOU Qi LI Wei

(Institute of Zoology, CAS)

Abstract ; The development of biotechnology is very rapid in the past half-century. Biotechnology,
including test-tube baby, embryonic stem cells, somatic cell nuclear transfer, and gene editing, led
to a revolutionary breakthrough of science as well as the unprecedented impact on people’s life and
ethical cognition. The rapid development of science provides us not only the weapon against genetic
diseases, cancers and so on, but also the ability to manipulate human life, which makes the fierce
collision between science and ethics. In recent years, scientists have convened international summit
spontaneously to discuss the science, ethics and regulation of gene editing technology, which largely
promotes the self-supervision among scientists and is helpful to the healthy development of the new
technology.

Key words: Human embryo gene editing, Ethics, CRISPR/Cas9
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