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Research advances and perspectives of mammalogy in China in the past

40 years
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Abstract: It has been 40 years since the establishment of the Branch of Mammalogical Society of China Zoology Society in
1980 and the official founding of the journal Acta Theriologica Sinica in 1981. Most areas of mammalogy experienced great
and healthy developments in China especially in taxonomy and phylogeny population ecology physiological ecology
behavioral ecology conservation ecology conservation genetics molecular evolution and habitats assessments. Here we
invited 11 review papers to reveal the main advances of these areas in the past 40 years in China and proposed some poten—
tial developmental directions for the future. Based on the well developments of these areas some new problems and areas
such as diseases of wild mammals and their transmission ecology the roles of mammals in the ecosystem under climate
changing conservation physiology and conservation metagenomics are the research fields that should be enhanced.
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