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A new species of Metaphycus ( Hymenoptera: Encyrtidae) important

parasitoid of the invasive Ceroplastes rusci in China
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Abstract: Ceroplastes rusci can cause damage to many kinds of plants and sometimes lead to big
economic losses. In the investigation of natural enemies conducted in South China we discovered an
undescribed species of M. alienus sp. n. which attacks C. rusci. In the present paper the new species

M. alienus sp. n. is described and illustrated with photomicrographs. M. alienus sp. n. is close to M.
zebratus but can be separated from the latter by the characters as follow: notauli reaching about 4/5 of
mesoscutum; the maximum width of scape located at the subapical part; F1 —F3 pale brown outer face
of F4 pale brown and inner face yellow; ovipositor hardly exserted and the length of ovipositor as long
as the mid tibia.
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