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Abstract
Five genera and nine species of oonopid spiders are recorded from Laos, including six new species: Gamasomorpha comosa Tong & Li, 2009, Ischnothyreus corollacous sp. nov., Ischnothyreus tadetu sp. nov., Ischnothyreus tadfane sp. nov.,
Opopaea cornuta Yin & Wang, 1984, Opopaea lemniscata sp. nov., Opopaea tumida sp. nov., Xestaspis loricata (L.
Koch, 1873), and Xyphinus pakse sp. nov.
Keywords: Taxonomy, distribution, diagnosis, type, Southeast Asia

Introduction
Goblin spiders or oonopids (Oonopidae) are an extremely diverse spider family with 1135 described species in 93
genera (Platnick, 2013). Members of this family are rather small (0.5–4.0 mm), haplogyne spiders, usually with six
eyes, with or without leg spines, and either soft-bodied or with abdominal scuta (Saaristo, 2001). Goblin spiders
have a worldwide distribution and are very abundant in the tropics. They can be found in leaf litter, under bark and
even in the tree canopy (e.g., Baehr, 2011; Deeleman-Reinhold, 1987; Kranz-Baltensperger, 2011; Tong & Li,
2010, 2011).
Laos is a landlocked, mountainous country in Southeast Asia, covered by largely unspoilt tropical forest. The
oonopid spider fauna of this country has been poorly studied. Hitherto, only one species, Pelicinus tham, has been
recorded from Laos (Platnick et al., 2012). The present paper expands the known oonopid diversity of Laos by five
genera and nine species, including six new species.

Material and methods
The specimens were examined using a Leica M205C stereomicroscope. Details were studied under an Olympus
BX51 compound microscope. All illustrations were made using a drawing tube and inked on ink jet plotter paper.
Photos were made with a Canon EOS 550D zoom digital camera (18 megapixels) mounted on an Olympus BX51
compound microscope. Vulvae were cleared in lactic acid. All measurements were taken using an Olympus BX51
compound microscope and are in millimeters.
The following abbreviations are used in the text: ALE = anterior lateral eyes; PLE = posterior lateral eyes;
PME = posterior median eyes.
All the spiders studied were collected in Champasak Province in November 2012 by the second author, under
the leadership of Peter Jäger from Senckenberg, Germany. Champasak Province is bordered by Cambodia to the
south, and Thailand to the west. All specimens are deposited in the Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences in Beijing (IZCAS).
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FIGURE 1. Ischnothyreus corollacous sp. nov., female. A–B. Habitus, dorsal and lateral views; C–F. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral,
anterior and ventral views; G–K. Genital area, ventral (G, H, J) and dorsal (I, K) views. Abbreviations: a, apodeme; cls, corolla–
like structure. Scales: A, B = 0.8 mm; C–G = 0.2 mm; H–K = 0.1 mm.

72 · Zootaxa 3709 (1) © 2013 Magnolia Press

TONG & LI

Taxonomy
Family Oonopidae Simon, 1890
Gamasomorpha Karsch, 1881
Gamasomorpha comosa Tong & Li, 2009
Material examined: 1 female (IZCAS AR 19397), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Unnamed Waterfall near
Holiday Village, 15º11.639'N, 106º06.222'E, elevation 909 meters, November 19, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Distribution: China (Hainan), Laos (Champasak).

Ischnothyreus Simon, 1893
Ischnothyreus corollacous sp. nov.
(Figure 1)
Type material: Holotype: Female (IZCAS AR 19389), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Fane Resort,
15º10.944'N, 106º07.606'E, elevation 955 meters, November 21, 2012, leg. S. Li. Paratype: 1 female (IZCAS AR
19407), Laos, Champasak Province, Pak Song, Tad Gneuang Waterfall, 15º10.944'N, 106º08.166'E, elevation 952
meters, November 22, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Etymology: The specific name means “corolla” in Latin, and refers to the shape of the female genitalia;
adjective.
Diagnosis: The new species can be distinguished from the other congeneric species by the shape of the female
genital area.
Description: Female (holotype). Total length 2.21; carapace 0.96 length, 0.78 width; abdomen 1.45 length,
0.92 width. Habitus as in Figs 1A, B. Carapace: brown, broadly oval in dorsal view, pars cephalica slightly
elevated in lateral view, surface and sides strongly reticulate (Figs 1C, D). Eyes: six, in one group, well developed,
ALE largest, PME and PLE nearly equal sized; posterior eye row procurved from both above and front.
Mouthparts (Fig. 1E): chelicerae slightly divergent, without prominent basal process. Anterior margin of labium
not indented at middle. Anteromedian tip of endites unmodified. Femur of palp with three ventral spines (Fig. 1F).
Abdomen: Pedicel tube short, unmodified, scutum extending far dorsal of pedicel. Book lung covers light, large,
elliptical. Dorsal scutum covering about 1/3 of abdomen, about 1/3 of abdomen width. Epigastric scutum weakly
sclerotized, postepigastric scutum not fused to epigastric scutum, with short posteriorly directed lateral apodemes.
Leg formula: femur I with 3 prolateral and 2 small retrolateral spines, tibia I with 4 pairs, metatarsus I with 2 pairs
of long ventral spines. Leg II spination is similar to leg I except femur with only 2 prolateral and 1 retrolateral
spines. Legs III and IV spineless. Genitalia (Figs 1G–K): the posterior margin of the epigastric scutum is lined with
numerous needle-like setae; at middle of the postepigastric scutum is a dark, corolla-like structure visible (cls in
Fig. 1J).
Male: Unknown.
Distribution: Known only from the type locality.

Ischnothyreus tadetu sp. nov.
(Figures 2, 3)
Type material: Holotype: Male (IZCAS AR 19390), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Unnamed Waterfall
near Holiday Village, 15º11.639'N, 106º06.222'E, elevation 909 meters, November 19, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Etymology: The specific name is a noun in apposition taken from the type locality.
Diagnosis: The new species is similar to I. florifer Kranz-Baltensperger, 2011, but can be distinguished by the
reduced dorsal scutum, the slightly sclerotized process at base of fangs and by the tip of the male palpal bulb.
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FIGURE 2. Ischnothyreus tadetu sp. nov., male. A–C. Habitus, dorsal, lateral and ventral views; D–F. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral
and anterior views; G. Left chelicera, frontal view; H–J. Left palp, prolateral, dorsal and retrolateral views. Scales: A–C = 0.4
mm; D–F = 0.2 mm; G–J = 0.1 mm.
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FIGURE 3. Ischnothyreus tadetu sp. nov., male. A–C. Left palp, prolateral, retrolateral and dorsal views; D. Left chelicera,
frontal view. Abbreviations: ogr, outgrowth; ssp, slightly sclerotized process; vpr, ventral protuberance. Scales: 0.05 mm.

Description: Male (holotype). Body length 1.69; carapace 0.92 length, 0.64 width; abdomen 0.89 length, 0.46
width. Habitus as in Figs 2A–C. Carapace: orange-brown, with brown egg-shaped patches behind eyes, broadly
oval in dorsal view, pars cephalica strongly elevated in lateral view, surface and sides strongly reticulate (Figs 2D,
E). Eyes: six, well developed, ALE largest, PME smallest; posterior eye row straight from above, procurved from
front. Mouthparts (Fig. 2F): chelicerae slightly divergent, with slightly sclerotized process at base of fangs (ssp in
Fig. 3D); fang groove with many small denticles (Figs 2G, 3D). Anterior margin of labium indented at middle.
Anteromedian tip of endites with one strong, tooth-like projection (Fig. 2C). Abdomen: scutum extending far dorsal
of pedicel. Dorsal scutum covering about 2/3 of abdomen, about 3/4 of abdomen width, fused to epigastric scutum.
Epigastric and postepigastric scutum well sclerotized, pale orange, fused. Leg formula: femur I with 2 prolateral
and 1 small retrolateral spine, tibia I with 4 pairs, metatarsus I with 2 pairs of long ventral spines. Leg II spination
is similar to leg I except femur with only 1 prolateral spine. Legs III and IV spineless. Genitalia: Sperm pore
situated at level of anterior spiracles. Palp strongly sclerotized, trochanter with ventral projection; femur normal
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size; patella about as long as femur, not enlarged; cymbium not fused with bulb; bulb with one small ventral
protuberance (vpr), at the distal end with a membranous outgrowth (ogr) (Figs 2H–J, 3A–C).
Female: Unknown.
Distribution: Known only from the type locality.

Ischnothyreus tadfane sp. nov.
Figure 4
Type material: Holotype: Female (IZCAS AR 19388), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Fane Resort,
15º10.944'N, 106º07.606'E, elevation 955 meters, November 21, 2012, leg. S. Li. Paratype: 1 female (IZCAS AR
19408), same data as holotype.
Etymology: The specific name is a noun in apposition taken from the type locality.
Diagnosis: The new species is similar to I. fobor Kranz-Baltensperger, 2011, but can be distinguished by the
long dorsal scutum, the shape of the postepigastric scutum and the inverted-bell-shaped atrium in female genital
area.
Description: Female (holotype). Body length 1.8; carapace 0.77 length, 0.68 width; abdomen 1.0 length, 0.6
width. Habitus as in Figs 4A, B. Carapace: dorsally orange-brown, sides blackish brown, oval in dorsal view, pars
cephalica slightly elevated in lateral view, surface and sides strongly reticulate (Figs 4C, D). Eyes: six, in one
group, well developed, ALE largest, PME and PLE nearly equal sized; posterior eye row slightly procurved from
above and front. Mouthparts (Fig. 4E): chelicerae slightly divergent, without prominent basal process. Anterior
margin of labium not indented at middle. Anteromedian tip of endites unmodified (Fig. 4F). Abdomen: dorsal
scutum and scutum above pedicel tube blackish brown. Pedicel tube short, unmodified, scutum extending far dorsal
of pedicel. Book lung covers light, large, elliptical. Dorsal scutum covering about 2/3 of abdomen, about 4/5 of
abdomen width. Postepigastric scutum not fused to epigastric scutum, with short posteriorly directed lateral
apodemes (Fig. 4G). Leg formula: femur I with 2 prolateral and 1 small retrolateral spines, tibia I with 4 pairs,
metatarsus I with 2 pairs of long ventral spines. Leg II spination is similar to leg I except femur with only 1
prolateral spine. Legs III and IV spineless. Genitalia: the posterior margin of the epigastric scutum is lined with
numerous needle-like setae; at middle of anterior edge of the postepigastric scutum runs a dark, strongly winding
tube (wt) posteriorly, ending in a inverted-bell-shaped atrium (iba) (Figs 4H–K).
Male: Unknown.
Distribution: Known only from the type locality.
Discussion: The species I. corollacous sp. nov. and I. tadfane sp. nov. were collected from the same locality,
both species are only known from females at present. I. tadetu sp. nov., only known from males at present, was
collected from a different locality. The species I. corollacous sp. nov. has a very short abdominal dorsal scutum, a
slightly elevated pars cephalica and a very special spination on the legs (femur I with 3 prolateral and 2 small
retrolateral spines, femur II with 2 prolateral and 1 small retrolateral spine). These characters suggest that I.
corollacous sp. nov. and I. tadetu sp. nov. are not the same species. The species I. tadfane sp. nov. is different from
I. tadetu sp. nov. because the former species has a very long abdominal dorsal scutum, relatively small eyes and
dark brown color on the carapace and the abdomen.

Opopaea Simon, 1891
Opopaea cornuta Yin & Wang, 1984
Material examined: 1 female (IZCAS AR 19401), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Holiday Village,
15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 18, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 female (IZCAS AR 19402),
Laos, Champasak Province, Pak Song, Tad Gneuang Waterfall, 15º10.779'N, 106º08.348'E, elevation 958 meters,
November 20, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 female (IZCAS AR 19403), Laos, Champasak Province, Pak Song, Tad Gneuang
Waterfall, near Holiday Village, 15º10.944'N, 106º08.166'E, elevation 952 meters, November 22, 2012, leg. S. Li;
2 females (IZCAS AR 19404), November 17, 2012, Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Holiday Village,
15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 22, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 female (IZCAS AR 19405),
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FIGURE 4. Ischnothyreus tadfane sp. nov., female. A, B. Habitus, dorsal and lateral views; C–F. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral,
anterior and ventral views; G. Abdomen, ventral view; H–K. Genitalia, ventral (H, J) and dorsal (I, K) views. Abbreviations: a,
apodeme; iba, inverted-bell-shaped atrium; wt, winding tube. Scales: A, B = 0.4 mm; C–G = 0.2 mm; H, I = 0.1 mm; J, K =
0.05 mm.
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Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Fane Resort, 15º10.944'N, 106º07.606'E, elevation 955 meters, November 21,
2012, leg. S. Li; 1 male, 3 females (IZCAS AR 19406), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Fane Resort, 15º10.944'N,
106º07.606'E, elevation 955 meters, November 21, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 male (IZCAS AR 19415), Laos, Champasak
Province, Pak Song, Tad Gneuang Waterfall, 15º10.944'N, 106º08.166'E, elevation 952 meters, November 22,
2012, leg. S. Li; 3 males, 4 females (IZCAS AR 19417), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, 15º11.527'N,
106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 17, 2012, leg. S. Li; 2 males, 3 females (IZCAS AR 19418), Laos,
Champasak Province, Tad Etu, 15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 17, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Distribution: China (Hainan, Hunan, Yunnan, Zhejiang), Laos (Champasak).

Opopaea lemniscata sp. nov.
Figures 5–7
Type material: Holotype: Male (IZCAS AR 19396), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Holiday Village,
15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 18, 2012, leg. S. Li. Paratypes: 1 female (IZCAS AR
19395), Laos, Champasak Province, Pak Song, Tad Gneuang Waterfall, 15º10.779'N, 106º08.348'E, elevation 958
meters, November 20, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 female (IZCAS AR 19411), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Fane Resort,
15º10.944'N, 106º07.606'E, elevation 955 meters, November 21, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Etymology: The specific name means “ribbon shaped” in Latin, and refers to the membranous, ribbon shaped
outgrowth at the distal region of the palpal bulb; adjective.
Diagnosis: The new species is very similar to O. vitrispina Tong & Li, 2010, but can be distinguished by the
following characters: male palpal bulb with a membranous ribbon-shaped outgrowth in the distal region, carapace
without cone-shaped tubercles on posterior corners, and by the internal structures of the female genitalia.
Description: Male (holotype). Yellowish brown species with yellow legs. Body length 1.23; carapace 0.53
length, 0.45 width; abdomen 0.68 length, 0.44 width. Habitus as in Figs 5A, B. Carapace: sides with longitudinal
streaks; dorsal area smooth with some hairs at lateral edges; pars cephalica flat in lateral view (Figs 5C, D). Eyes:
six, well developed, ALE largest, PLE smallest; posterior eye row straight from above, procurved from front; ALE
separated by less than their radius, ALE-PLE separated by less than ALE radius, PME touching throughout most of
their length, PLE-PME separated by less than PME radius. Clypeus margin unmodified; clypeus height about 2
times of ALE diameter (Fig. 5F). Sternum longer than wide, uniform, fused to carapace; radial furrows present
between coxae I-II, II-III, III-IV, with rows of small pits; surface smooth, without pits, microsculpture only in
furrows. Anterior end of endites with a small, sharply pointed projection (Fig. 5E). Legs short, thick and spineless.
Abdomen: dorsal scutum strongly sclerotized, punctate, covering full length of abdomen. Book lung covers middle
sized, ovoid, without setae. Pedicel tube short, ribbed, with small, dorsolateral, triangular extensions, scuto-pedicel
region with paired curved scutal ridges (Fig. 5G), scutum not extending far dorsal of pedicel. Sperm pore small,
transverse; posterior spiracles connected by groove (Fig. 5H); posteriorly directed apodemes present. Colulus very
small, with two short setae; spinneret scutum present, incomplete ring. Supra-anal scutum absent. Palp: patella
greatly enlarged and swollen, attached to femur submedially; cymbium completely fused to bulb, no seam visible;
bulb with a membranous ribbon shaped outgrowth (rso) in the distal region. (Figs 5I, J, 7A, B).
Female. As in male except as noted. Habitus as in Figs 6A, B. Body length 1.45; carapace 0.59 length, 0.46
width; abdomen 0.81 length, 0.61 width. Endites without projections (Fig. 6E). Genitalia (Figs 6J, K, 7C, D): in the
middle of the epigastric furrow is a long, white, needle-like extension (nle) visible; paddle-like sclerite (pls) with
thin straight arms bent at end is visible in dorsal view; nail-like process (nlp) well separated; globular appendix (ga)
small.
Distribution: Known only from the type locality.

Opopaea tumida sp. nov.
Figures 8–10
Type material: Holotype: Male (IZCAS AR 19392), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Holiday Village,
15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 18, 2012, leg. S. Li. Paratypes: 2 females (IZCAS
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FIGURE 5. Opopaea lemniscata sp. nov., male. A, B. Habitus, dorsal and lateral views; C–F. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral, ventral
and anterior views; G, H. Abdomen, anterior and ventral views; I, J. Left palp, prolateral and retrolateral views. Scales: A, B =
0.4 mm; C–H = 0.2 mm; I, J = 0.1 mm.
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FIGURE 6. Opopaea lemniscata sp. nov., female. A, B. Habitus, dorsal and lateral views; C–G. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral,
ventral, anterior and posterior views; H, I. Abdomen, ventral and anterior views; J, K. Genitalia, ventral and dorsal views.
Scales: A, B = 0.4 mm; C–I = 0.2 mm; J, K = 0.1 mm.
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FIGURE 7. Opopaea lemniscata sp. nov. A, B. Male left palp, prolateral and retrolateral views; C, D. Female genitalia, ventral
and dorsal views. Abbreviations: a, apodeme; ga, globular appendix; nle, needle-like extension; nlp, nail-like process; pls,
paddle-like sclerite; rso, ribbon shaped outgrowth. Scales: 0.1 mm.

AR 19390), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Fane Resort, 15º10.944'N, 106º07.606'E, elevation 955 meters,
November 21, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 male (IZCAS AR 19412), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Unnamed
Waterfall near Holiday Village, 15º11.639'N, 106º06.222'E, elevation 909 meters, November 19, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1
female (IZCAS AR 19413), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Fane Resort, 15º10.944'N, 106º07.606'E, elevation
955 meters, November 21, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Etymology: The specific name means “bulgy” in Latin, and refers to the small apophysis in the retrolateral
distal region of the male palp; adjective.
Diagnosis: The new species is similar to O. speighti Baehr, 2011, but can be distinguished by the small
apophysis in the retrolateral distal region of the male palpal bulb, and the absence of the narrow, triangular,
posteriorly directed extension in the female genital region
Description: Male (holotype). Yellowish brown species with yellow legs. Body length 1.69; carapace 0.71
length, 0.54 width; abdomen 0.96 length, 0.56 width. Habitus as in Figs 8A, B. Carapace: sides with longitudinal
streaks; dorsal area smooth with some hairs at lateral edges; pars cephalica flat in lateral view (Figs 8C, D). Eyes:
six, well developed, ALE largest, PLE smallest; posterior eye row straight from above, procurved from front; ALE
separated by less than their radius, ALE-PLE separated by less than ALE radius, PME touching throughout most of
their length, PLE-PME separated by less than PME radius. Clypeus margin unmodified; clypeus height about 1.2
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FIGURE 8. Opopaea tumida sp. nov., male. A, B. Habitus, dorsal and lateral views; C–F, H. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral, anterior,
posterior and ventral views; G, I. Abdomen, anterior and ventral views. Scales: A, B = 0.4 mm; C–I = 0.2 mm.

times of ALE diameter (Fig. 8E). Sternum longer than wide, uniform, fused to carapace; radial furrows present
between coxae I-II, II-III, III-IV, with rows of small pits; surface smooth, without pits, microsculpture only in
furrows. Anterior end of endites with a small, sharply pointed projection (Fig. 8H). Legs short, thick and spineless.
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FIGURE 9. Opopaea tumida sp. nov., female. A, B. Habitus, dorsal and lateral views; C–F, H. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral,
anterior, posterior and ventral views; G, I. Abdomen, anterior and ventral views; J, K. Genitalia, ventral and dorsal views.
Scales: A, B = 0.4 mm; C–I = 0.2 mm; J, K = 0.1 mm.
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FIGURE 10. Opopaea tumida sp. nov. A–E. Male left palp, prolateral (A, C), retrolateral (B, D) and dorsal (E) views; F, G.
Female genitalia, ventral and dorsal views. Abbreviations: a, apodeme; ga, globular appendix; nlp, nail-like process; pls,
paddle-like sclerite; sap, small apophysis. Scales: A, B = 0.2 mm; C–G = 0.1 mm.
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Abdomen: dorsal scutum strongly sclerotized, punctate, covering full length of abdomen. Book lung covers middle
sized, ovoid, without setae. Pedicel tube short, ribbed, with small, dorsolateral, triangular extensions, scuto-pedicel
region with paired curved scutal ridges (Fig. 8G), scutum not extending far dorsal of pedicel. Sperm pore small,
transverse; posterior spiracles connected by groove (Fig. 8I); posteriorly directed apodemes present. Colulus very
small, with two short setae; spinneret scutum present, incomplete ring. Supra-anal scutum absent. Palp: patella
greatly enlarged and swollen, attached to femur submedially; cymbium completely fused to bulb, no seam visible;
bulb with a small apophysis (sap) in the retrolateral distal region (Figs 10A–E).
Female. As in male except as noted. Body length 1.65; carapace 0.73 length, 0.57 width; abdomen 1.01 length,
0.64 width. Habitus as in Figs 9A, B. Endites without projection (Fig. 9H). Genitalia (Figs 9J, K, 10F, G): in the
middle of the epigastric furrow is a small dark spot visible through cuticle; paddle-like sclerite (pls) with thin
straight arms visible in dorsal view; nail-like process (nap) small, well separated; globular appendix (ga) separated
into two parts, anterior part in two pieces, posterior part small, globular.
Distribution: Known only from the type locality.

Xestaspis Simon, 1884
Xestaspis loricata (L. Koch, 1873)
Material examined: 2 females (IZCAS AR 19398), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Holiday Village,
15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 18, 2012, leg. S. Li; 3 males, 2 females (IZCAS AR
19399), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, 15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 17,
2012, leg. S. Li; 2 males, 1 female (IZCAS AR 19400), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Holiday Village,
15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 18, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 male, 2 females (IZCAS AR
19410), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, Holiday Village, 15º11.527'N, 106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters,
November 17, 2012, leg. S. Li; 1 female (IZCAS AR 19409), Laos, Champasak Province, Tad Etu, 15º11.527'N,
106º06.204'E, elevation 889 meters, November 17, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Distribution: Australia, China, Laos, Micronesia.

Xyphinus Simon, 1893
Xyphinus pakse sp. nov.
Figures 11, 12
Type material: Holotype: Male (IZCAS AR 19394), Laos, Champasak Province, Pakse, Phou Salao,
15º05.284'N, 105º48.671'E, elevation 242 meters, November 15, 2012, leg. S. Li.
Etymology: The specific name is a noun in apposition taken from the type locality.
Diagnosis: The new species is similar to X. abanghamidi Deeleman-Reinhold, 1987, but can be distinguished
by the finely microsculpture on anterior surface of male palpal patella and tibia; the very strong, black setae at
distal end of male cymbium and the complicated apophyses on palpal bulb.
Description: Male (holotype). Carapace yellow, dorsal scutum yellow-brown, chelicerae, sternum, legs and
ventral scutum light yellow. Body length 1.72; carapace 0.79 length, 0.66 width; abdomen 0.92 length, 0.55 width.
Habitus as in Figs 11A, B. Carapace dorsally smooth, covered with rows of short hairs; sides finely reticulate;
carapace margin with two rows of small denticles on either side and some larger denticles on the posterior slope
(Figs 11C, D). No fovea. Posterior pits lacking. Eyes six, ALE largest, PLE smallest; posterior eye row slightly
recurved from above, procurved from front. Clypeus with sinuous anterior margin; clypeus height about 2.5 times
the diameter of anterior eyes (Fig. 11E). Chelicerae teethless, with finely microsculpture on the promargin (Fig.
11G). Endites with apical rim (Fig. 11I). Sternum smooth. Legs spineless. Shape of abdomen normal, not
overlapping the carapace (Fig. 11B). Dorsal scutum ovoid, smooth, covering nearly entirely abdominal length.
Booklung covers ovoid, large. Pedicel tube ribbed, scuto-pedicel region and anterior part of dorsal scutum with
many small denticles (Fig. 11H). Sperm pore oval, medium sized, situated at level of anterior spiracles.
Postepigastric scutum strongly sclerotized; spinneret scutum present, incomplete ring. Palp (Figs 11J–L, 12A–C):
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FIGURE 11. Xyphinus pakse sp. nov., male. A, B. Habitus, dorsal and lateral views; C–F, I. Prosoma, dorsal, lateral, anterior,
posterior and ventral views; G. Left chelicera, frontal view; H. Abdomen, ventral view; J–L. Left palp, prolateral, retrolateral
and dorsal views. Scales: A–F, H, I, = 0.4 mm; G = 0.1 mm; J–L = 0.1 mm.
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FIGURE 12. Xyphinus pakse sp. nov., male. A–C. Left palp, prolateral, dorsal and retrolateral views. Scales: 0.1 mm.

femur inserted near the middle of patella; patella and tibia with finely microsculpture on anterior surface; cymbium
strongly elongated prolaterally, with two short, black, very strong setae at distal end; bulb with complicated
apophyses.
Female: Unknown.
Distribution: Known only from the type locality.
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